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Some Masses have special importance assigned to them. They can be Memorials, Feasts, 

or Solemnities. Today is a Feast Day – The Feast of the Holy Family. Sometimes the special 

Masses have more than one option for the scriptures read at Mass, and today is one of those 

times. 

A couple weeks ago one of the lectors approached me and asked, “Which first reading 

are we going to use on December 26th? I want the 1 Samuel option.” … I said, “OK, but you 

have to tell me why?” I don’t think she was expecting conditions. 

She said, “Because I like the books of Samuel.” and I said, “No, I think you have a better 

reason than that.” Then she said, “Because my son’s name is Sam.” and then I said, “That’s 

better, but there must be more.” Then she said, “I like the stories, like the one with Eli, when God 

is calling Samuel’s name while he was sleeping.” Then I said, “Yes, that’s a good story. I had a 

feeling that you had some good reasons for wanting Samuel.”  

Samuel was an important person in the Old Testament.  He fulfilled multiple roles during 

his life. Samuel was:  

- a priest 

- a seer 

- and a prophet 

Samuel was also the last, and one of the greatest of the judges. After warning of the 

dangers that come with kingship, Samuel anointed Saul Israel’s first king. He also anointed 

Saul’s successor David. David was a much better king, who saw himself as a spiritual leader, and 

put the Lord at the center of his kingdom.  

Today we heard themes of both pilgrimages and family. Pilgrimages were an important 

part of culture in those times. The journey, and the destination, are both important parts of 

pilgrimages. Unfortunately, today we travel to our destinations as quickly as possible, and often 

lose out on the benefits that can be found on the journey. 
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Some of you may have made pilgrimages like: 

- going to a holy shrine 

- or doing The Walk to Mary, a 21-mile walk that ends at the Shrine of Our Lady of 

Good Help 

- you may have walked The Wisconsin Way, a 3-day pilgrimage, led by a Green 

Diocese priest that ends at Holy Hill 

- And some of you may have travelled to the Holy Land for a pilgrimage 

Most pilgrimages are travelled with friends or family. In the time of Samuel and Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph pilgrims travelled in caravans.  

Imagine the conversations that occurred along the way. Imagine the joys and troubles of 

life they shared with each other, all while walking towards their pilgrimage destination. 

Our earthly life is a pilgrimage too, with the greatest and most important destination. 

Eternal Life with God. 

From the beginning, God designed the family as the most basic form of society, the 

primary school of all the social virtues. The family is where we learn to practice virtues that 

affect our family and society. Virtues like: 

- Obedience 

- Concern for others 

- Sense of responsibility 

- and mutual help 

The strength of families is critically important. The health of our society reflects the 

health of our families. What attacks families, attacks society. And what supports families, 

supports society. 

Our families can remain strong if they are ruled like David ruled his kingdom, by always 

keeping the Lord in the center of our families. 

Today let us pray to the Holy Family in a very special way for each member of our 

families, and in particular for the one in most need. 

 


